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Mr, President, Mr. Speaker, Senators and Representatives of the 
Fifth Legislature of New Mexico: 


I have the honor to submit for your consideration the following 
recommendations t 


The submission to the voters of this state of an amendment to the 
constitution on granting to women the right to hold public office, 
The passage of a law giving equal rights to women in the matter 
of guardianship of minor children. 


Legislation regulating the hours and conditions of labor for 
women and the enactment of an adequate child labor law. 

The adoption of a state wide primary law for the nomination of 
all candidates for public office. 


The submission of a constitutional amendment providing for an 
adequate budget system. In order to make such system effective, 
the meeting of the legislature should be fixed, for a later date than at 
present, as it is absolutely impossible for a governor new to the duties 
of the office to prepare and submit a budget in the short time now at 
his disposal. This will ikewise require a constitutional amendment. 

The submission of a constitutional amendment removing the lim- 
itation as to the terms of office of the superintendent of public in- 
struction and of county school superintendents. 

Legislation making it possible to pay a minimum salary of $1,200 
per annum to teachers holding first grade certificates. 

, The creation of a game commission endowed with full regulatory 


powers to the end that game and fish protection and propagation may — 


be based on sound scientific and flexible principles. 


The submission of a constitutional amendment ereating a non- 
partisan commission for the purpose of managing the public lands of 
the state and the funds derived therefrom. 


The submission of an amendment to the constitution whereby the 
members of the state corporation commission will be reduced to one 
person, the present members holding office until their terms expire; 
and also that the powers, jurisdiction and duties of the commission 
may be increased. or diminished by the legislature. 


- I submit for your consideration the majority and minority repo - e 


of the special revenue commission. They are entitled to serious con- 
sideration at your hands as they represent a great amount of intel. 
ligent and impartial investigation of the tax situation in the state. 
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The discussions and 1 recommendations they contain, particularly on l 


the budget system, the short ballot, the income tax law and our sys- 
tem of taxation, including the mine tax law, are of very considerable 
value and will, I believe, furnish a basis for construetive legislation. 

I recommend the aŭ valorem system of taxing mines and mineral 
lands. The tax conimission should be given the power to fix the value 
of mines and mineral lands for the purpose of taxation, and to accur- 
ately and scientifically defermine such valuations, must be supplied 
with necessary assistance. - 


Ani ineome tax will reach many persons s who are not 2 now contrib- 
uting to the support, of the state, and I recommend the imposition of 
a personal tax at a flat rate. — -  . : 


I especially recommend to your attention that portion of the rev- 
enue commission’s report which deals with the proposal to adopt the 


short ballot. 

I suggest a horizontal reduction of all tax levies; and that this 
legislature consider and determine a limit of taxation to be observed 
for all purposes and submit such a constitutional amendment to the 
voters establishing such limitation. 

The provision of our election law which. permits judges and 
clerks of elections to mark ballots or to advise voters. how to vote 
should be repealed. 1t destroys the secrecy of the ballot and opens 


wide the door to fraud and intimidation. The voters of New Mexico, 


understand how to mark their ballots so as to vote their sentiments. 


A drastié blue sky law should be adopted and strictly enforced 
so that the sale of worthless securities within this state may be pre- 
vented. 


I recommend the passage of a law which. will prohibit aliens who 
are ineligible to citizenship from acquiring real estate. Also laws 
which will prohibit all persons who are not citizens of the United 
States from carrying or, having fire-arms in their possession; and 
which will prohibit, Jndisns from hunting game, except on their own 
lands or resepvati ong. 


-= I recommend the repeal ¢ of, the laws creating the mounted police 
de e, the office of legal advisor to the governor, superintendent; of 
be pee, and county road superintendents, 


tn ‘view of the increasing costs:of our state institutions, which 
presents a most serious problem, considering the limited resources of 
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this state, I submit that the legislature might well be given the power 
by constitutional amendment, to consolidate the control or location 
of such of said institutions as will in the wisdom of the legislature con- 
tribute to administrative economy and efficiency. 

Officials estimated that the loss to the public through floods in. 
the Ria Grande river in 1920 reached approximately $700,000, includ- 
ing land damage and damage to canal systems, headings, bridges, 
roads, railroads, and crops. This flood damage is an annus’ oecur- 
rence, 

I recommend that there be appropriated out of funds aya) ¿ble in 
the ‘Improvement of the Rio Grande Income Fur ** oag th. ““Pee- 
manent Reservoirs for Irrigation Purposes, Inco. “1d” fhe sum 
of $10,000, or as much thereof as may be necessary for th, uivay, 
investigation and report by.the state engineer on plans for weon- 
trol of the flood waters of the Rio Grande for the protection of publie 
and private property, and for utilizing surplus flood waters for irri- 
gation by means of storage reservoirs. 

I assure you, gentlemen, on behalf of myself and the other offi- 
cials of the executive department of the state, of our earnest desire to 
be of any possible assistance to you in the discharge of your duties, 
and our confident belief in your proper appreciation of your responsi- 
bility and opportunity of accomplishment. 


